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4. “After the Crisis” R KXZER1LG

The panel that was convened by Prof. Katayama was composed of Professors Pasouk Pongpaichit
(Thailand), Takashi Torii (Malaysia), Masaaki Okamoto (Indonesia) and Perlita M. Frago (Philippines)
started around 13:10.

Prof. Frago discussed the Philippine’s case where the crisis ensues and deepens. The May 10th elections
enabled President Macapagal-Arroyo to gain popular legitimacy the second time around but the current
P200-billion fiscal crisis that the country is facing today is testing her resolve to actually perform and
deliver her promises of a “strong republic”. Given a second chance to solve the problems that were partly



a result of her administration’s previous decisions, Pres. Macapagal- Arroyo seemed determined to solve
the country’s current fiscal deficit by the book. At the same time, she practiced democratic governance
through the adoption of economic measures formulated by leading economists of the country that are
unfortunately being labeled by her antagonists as the ultimate “pain package.” Her critics lambasted her
call for “leadership by example” as recent developments point to the contrary, she created additional
offices and positions within the Executive Department despite her vow to downsize government; erring
corrupt officials within the ranks of the military began to surface one by one; the fat allowances and
perks being received by officials of government corporations. Despite the positive signs of participatory
governance, there is also growing disenchantment from all sectors because the government does not
seem to be doing anything right. Much less, the vision of a strong republic is far from being realized.

Prof. Okamoto discussed the historic significance of September 20, 2004 to the country of Indonesia. It
marked the election of the first President that was actually chosen by the people themselves. The
aftermath of the “crisis” resulted in a number of political changes: 1) the birth of the democratic
tradition/movement in Indonesia; 2) the liberalization of political competition in society; 3) the eroding of
military influence in politics, among others. These political changes, in turn created significant impacts.
Free political competition recharged and activated the role of the media, once again the political voice is
freely expressed. The number of political actors and political parties increased. Consequently, the number
of separatist movements also increased. There has been a shift towards a decentralized mode of
governance. This increased competition for economic resources, thus corruption increased as well. In
addition, there is also the declining role of the military and the shift towards civilian politics is more
prominent. However, military operations are still widespread as low intensity conflicts still exist. This
changes ushered in shift to popular politics however, the new government faces the problem of national
integrity. The government is in the process of democratic transition but the President’s options are

limited so political uncertainty continues.

Prof. Torii noted no big change in Malaysian transition of political power. He mentioned, however, a shift
from a strong and development leadership type of management to a strong and balanced economic
management. He traced the political events after the crisis and gave a chronological discussion of
political events with emphasis on UMNO politics. He cited the significance of acquiring political legitimacy
through elections. He showed slogans and banners used by current leader to gain public support and
popular appeal. The current leader’s strong anti-corruption stance and clean public image helped him
rise into power. The four key elements that proved useful in the leader’'s agenda were: 1)Progress in
ISLAM, 2) Balanced development, 3) Malay competitiveness, 4) Economic policy for Bumiputera (non-
Malays).

Prof. Pasouk talked about Thai politics under its current leadership. She talked about the progress of high
politics in and the concerns of a modern Thai parliamentary system. She mentioned that Thai economy
multiplied in size five times over amidst a growing middle class. The recent elections gave rise to a
stronger political party ever to remain in power, the repression and micromanagement of media and civil
society. Democracy was used as a tool rather than an ideal. The current leader in effect is above the law.
He launched authoritarian populism since parliament was viewed as impotent and civil society was in
disarray. The activists and interest groups have begun to regroup and resistance against the government
has started to build up. The risk of divisiveness arises as pockets of opposition emerge due to the
government’s failure to manage the bird flu epidemic and its resort to violence. Thailand is set for a
contest and its political scene becomes very exciting as its leader could be unseated or could come back
into power.

During the open forum, the questions that were raised concerned possible common futures, differences
among the countries discussed; relationship between good governance and corruption, and; specific
questions concerning the future of Thailand. Common futures cited were the: formulation of globalized
and local agenda; the increase in popular support; the resolve to make a difference in respective
country’s leadership; the maximization of vibrant people’s participation; striking a balance between a
populist and more disciplined political style; the increasing role of mass media and public policy; and



projection of clean public image. While the differences would have something to do with each country’s
unique experiences as a country. Relating good governance to corruption elicited the following
responses: Good governance or appearance of good governance is important to ensure popular support.
“Public office is a public trust.” Government decisions entail finances. Those who are in government are
expected to utilize the scarce resources in most legal and efficient ways- they are accountable to the
people. People as stakeholders have a stake in government. Corruption breaks the people’s trust. The
Professor from Thailand remarked that Pres. Macapagal-Arroyo will have a difficult time pursuing populist
policies; she needs to find a good economic team. As regards questions concerning Thailand, she said
that the Thai Constitution would have democratic and undemocratic elements in it; she predicted that
the wife of Thaksin might succeed him although he is also grooming his son to be a possible successor; a
military coup will be difficult but is possible- this may be initiated by the business group or opposition
party, without discounting the people themselves.

The convenor ended the session by saying that it was a fruitful discussion and that the speakers delved
on significant common experiences after the elections: an appeal to popular sentiment; public image
conveyed by the media; strong leadership, if not strongest faith in leadership as defined by Joel Migdal.
This discussion augurs well for deeper studies on the political economy of transitional economies in
Southeast Asia.
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